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GALLAUDET’S 
MICROGRID 
CAPACITY

4.5 MW  
CHP

1,000 kW/784 MWh 
Battery Storage

The core of the microgrid consists of a 3 MW combined 
heat & power system, a 1600 kW solar array, and a 500 
kW/1 MWh lithium ion battery. These components will 
operate in parallel to meet most of the University’s 
electricity demand. Additionally, Gallaudet plans to 
host 2400 kW of additional solar capacity that will 

be available to DC residents through the Community 
Renewable Energy Facility (CREF) Program. This 
additional solar capacity will generate enough 
renewable electricity to meet the demands of 1500 
households or small businesses in DC.
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3 MW 
Solar

In conjunction with Gallaudet’s ongoing commitment to 
sustainability, the University has decided to construct a world 
class clean energy microgrid that will deliver locally generated 
electricity and thermal power to campus facilities. Following 
a solicitation that attracted industry leading companies from 
throughout the country, the University selected a project team 
led by Urban Ingenuity and Scale Microgrid Solutions—alongside 
a consortium of industry leading technology and contracting 
partners—to design, build, and operate a project that will set 
a new standard for clean energy in the nation’s capital.

Gallaudet University 
Clean Energy Microgrid
Gallaudet University, located in Washington D.C., 
is the premier institution of learning, teaching and 
research for deaf and hard-of-hearing students. ~$25M

IN UPFRONT 
CAPITAL ALLEVIATED

+$7.5M
PROJECTED NET PRESENT 
VALUE AT 6% DISCOUNT

PROJECTED TO REDUCE THEIR 
CO2 EQUIVALENTS BY OVER

19M LBS / YR
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In addition, the entire system is designed to operate 
in “island mode”, enabling the campus to be fully 
operational during electric grid outages.

The project will be fully financed via a long-term 
Energy Services Agreement that will enable the 
University to offset up front capital expenditures 
and benefit from attractive annual savings. 
Commissioning is scheduled for FY 2021.

The system will play a critical role in Gallaudet’s 
efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

“The University needed a partner to 
support the work of planning, financing, 
constructing, and operating an advanced 
district energy system. They wanted new 
infrastructure to provide energy services 
that meet the needs of the University, and 
potentially future development at or near 
the site. The project requires delivery of 
comprehensive energy services, while 
offering superior power quality, reliability, 
resilience, and enhanced environmental 
and technical performance.”

About Scale

Scale is a vertically integrated distributed energy 
platform, with a core focus of designing, building, 
financing, owning and operating cutting-edge 
distributed energy assets that offer cheaper, cleaner, and 
more resilient power. Their team of energy and financing 
experts accelerate growth in distributed energy projects 
by providing financing to technology providers, energy 
developers, and OEMs, while also directly helping large 
energy-consuming customers  to take charge of their 
energy infrastructure and future-proof their businesses.
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BIG PICTURE  
IMPACT AT BOWERY

A COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABILITY


